
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 18 Feb: last day of half 

term 

21-25 Feb: HALF TERM 

Mon 28 Feb: Back to 

school 

Fri 18 Mar: Comic Relief 

non-school uniform or 

superhero for a donation 

Thurs 31 Mar: FLCs 

Mon 4 April: Rainbow Day 

and FLCs 

Newsletter – Wednesday 16 February 2022 

Current COVID-19 cases in school: we currently have 11 positive 

COVID-19 cases within Rec (6), Y1 (0), Y2 (1), Y3 (0), Y4 (3), Y5 (0) and 

Y6 (1).   

Parent course: Autism Awareness Parent Programme - new 

programme.  There is a new Parent Autism Awareness programme, 

following the recent offer of the Cygnet programme online during the 

pandemic period.  The programme is for parents/carers of Devon 

primary and secondary school children, pre or post diagnosis. Access is 

for families of Children & Young People (CYP) who are currently on the 

autism assessment pathway, in addition to families of CYP who have 

received an autism diagnosis.  To find out further information and sign 

up to the course, use this link: 

https://www.babcockldp.co.uk/disadvantaged-vulnerable-

learners/send/communication-and-interaction/parents-and-carers 

School Uniform reminder: Our school uniform provider of items with 

the logo is Thomas Moore on Fore Street, Exeter.  As well as the 

essential items there are a number of additional items available 

including logo fleeces and P.E. bags. These can all be ordered from: 

https://www.thomasmooretoymaster.com/product-category/collections/exminster-primary-school/.   

We also have a wide range of pre-loved school uniform (all sizes) for sale at school for a donation of 50 

pence per item. Please email admin@exminsterschool.co.uk to make a request and we will check availability 

of items for you. A full list of the uniform required is listed below.  

School Uniform 

 Grey or black trousers, skirt, shorts or pinafore 

 Yellow logo polo shirt 

 Navy logo sweatshirt or cardigan 

 Black or grey socks or tights 

 Black shoes or boots, no trainers 

 Pale blue gingham summer dress with white socks 

 

https://www.babcockldp.co.uk/disadvantaged-vulnerable-learners/send/communication-and-interaction/parents-and-carers
https://www.babcockldp.co.uk/disadvantaged-vulnerable-learners/send/communication-and-interaction/parents-and-carers
https://www.thomasmooretoymaster.com/product-category/collections/exminster-primary-school/
mailto:admin@exminsterschool.co.uk


 

 

 

PE Kit 

 Yellow plain round neck t-shirt or yellow round neck logo t-shirt 

 Navy blue, grey or black shorts, joggers or leggings 

 Navy logo sweatshirt or cardigan 

 Trainers  

Weekly celebration assembly: each week we have a ‘Together Time’ assembly for Years 1-6 on a Friday 

afternoon to celebrate aspects of the children’s learning that has happened over the week.  Reception share 

work as a class together on a daily basis and later in the year will be joining our virtual assemblies.  We now 

have a ‘Press Pack’ which are currently children from Y6 – the press pack will rotate over the course of the 

year.  They have been tasked with a very tricky role indeed.  As the assembly takes place virtually, they run 

from class to class to hear about the learning, take notes and then run to the next class with their news 

story.  In KS2, each class take it in turns to share on a weekly basis.  This learning is linked to our Rainbow 

Values and we talk and celebrate different individual children’s potential.  We thought it would be good to 

share this with parents at home too.  Here is what our newly appointed press pack has reported this week: 

Year group Celebrated learning 

Reception In Reception they have been busy learning about ‘Our Amazing Bodies’. They have worked 

in teams to think of big questions about their bodies. They then researched big questions 

before pulling our information altogether to make a class non- fiction book. Along the way 

they learnt some fun facts such as the nose and ears never stop growing! 

Year 1 Last week, it was the first time Year 1 have been on a visit out of school.  Some were 

feeling a bit nervous but they enjoyed it so much and had huge smiles on their face all, 

demonstrating our Rainbow Value of Enjoyment.  They have also been busy creating  

colourful hearts about being kind and helping people. Earlier in the week, they drew a 

portrait of themselves and wrote down what they thought about themselves. 

Year 2 The children have made pinch pots out of clay inspired by Michaela Scoop.  Year 2 also 

shared their stories based on Jack and the Beanstalk. They have been focused retelling 

their version of the story and building in strong vocabulary choices. 

Year 3 The children have been learning about the iron age and chronology. They read us some 

facts that they had discovered.  Some children had done some additional research at 

home and shared her new knowledge. 

Year 4 The children have been inspired by artist Michelle Bianco to incorporate nature into their 

clay coil pots. This was not easy at all but the children persevered and were pleased with 

their outcomes. We were incredibly impressed with their motivation to continue to 



 

 

 

improve their pottery using the processes that they've been taught. 

Year 5 The children have been learning about using powerful language and how they can make an 

impact on the reader.  They have written their own versions of ‘The Promise’.  They had 

chosen really impactful language modelling the mood and atmosphere of the original 

book. 

Year 6 The children have been creating pottery. The sculptures are based on Michelle Bianco's 

creations, these have also been painted.  They have also been writing about a book called 

‘Princess’ Potions’. They were focusing on their vocabulary choice and impact of this on 

the reader.   Year 4 and 6 will have an opportunity to view one another’s sculptures. 

 

Half term activity, calling all budding artists: Share your art!  Why not get creative this half-term? There's 

still time to register for this year's Young Artists' Summer Show.  For your chance to feature in the on-site 

and online exhibition, submit an artwork of any kind by 30 March 2022.  Visit this link for further 

information: 

http://tracking.wordfly.com/view?sid=MTYzNF8yOTg0OF84OTE4ODBfNzAwNA&utm_source=wordfly&utm_

medium=email&utm_campaign=AS%2BMO_Solus_YASS_FebReminder_d_PastEntrants%2BSignUps_100220

22&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber= 

ESA Photography Competition: Calling all budding photographers! This February half term children have the 

opportunity to take part in the ESA photography competition. Enter and be in with a chance to win some 

yummy prizes. Details are included in the poster attached. 

Date for the diary: Friday 18 March – Comic Relief – come dressed in non-school uniform or dressed as a 

superhero for the day in exchange for a donation. ParentPay have set up a special link to use to donate 

which allows gift aid:  https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=6069 

Teaching and Learning Focus: our School Learning Team consists of 2 representatives from each class from 

Years 1-6.  We meet as a whole team approximately once every 2 weeks but more recently we have been 

meeting in smaller ‘distanced’ age groups.  The aim of the team is to give children a strong voice within 

learning in our school with an understanding of ‘democracy’.  The team discuss a topic, go back to their class, 

give information/gather views and come back to the next meeting and share these.  Last week we were 

talking about our School Development Plan (SDP).  Our SDP is what we are doing to make our school even 

better.  These are written in child-speak too but here is the SDP written in adult-speak for you to see what 

we are working on.  Each class had to choose one area that they wanted to focus on and feedback about 

this.  We also had a reminder this week about what the different colour lanyards mean for adults in school 

such as staff, governors and visitors – whether they are accompanied adults, can be wondering around 

unaccompanied and what to do if they were to see an unrecognisable adult in school without a lanyard on.  

Here is our SDP: 

https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTYzNF8yOTg0OF84OTE4ODBfNzAwNA&l=80244668-dd88-ec11-a828-0050569d715d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AS%2BMO_Solus_YASS_FebReminder_d_PastEntrants%2BSignUps_10022022&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=
http://tracking.wordfly.com/view?sid=MTYzNF8yOTg0OF84OTE4ODBfNzAwNA&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AS%2BMO_Solus_YASS_FebReminder_d_PastEntrants%2BSignUps_10022022&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=
http://tracking.wordfly.com/view?sid=MTYzNF8yOTg0OF84OTE4ODBfNzAwNA&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AS%2BMO_Solus_YASS_FebReminder_d_PastEntrants%2BSignUps_10022022&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=
http://tracking.wordfly.com/view?sid=MTYzNF8yOTg0OF84OTE4ODBfNzAwNA&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AS%2BMO_Solus_YASS_FebReminder_d_PastEntrants%2BSignUps_10022022&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=6069


 

 

 

 

Devon Climate Emergency newsletter:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/3054605 

Kitchen assistant temporary position: We are looking to appoint a temporary kitchen assistant for 

approximately 8 weeks to cover within our kitchen.  Date of start will be around 5 March with an induction 

period prior to this.  Hours: 9-2pm.  Hourly rate, £9.25. 

Key responsibilities: 

 Ensuring the food preparation areas are clean and hygienic 

 Washing utensils and dishes and making sure they are stored appropriately 

 Sorting, storing and distributing ingredients 

 Washing, peeling, chopping, cutting and cooking foodstuffs and helping to prepare salads and 

desserts 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/3054605


 

 

 

 Disposing of rubbish 

 Cleaning the food preparation equipment, floors and other kitchen tools or areas 

If you are interested, please request an application form from the school office, closing date Wednesday 16 

February 2022 (admin@exminsterschool.co.uk) 

Child Assault Prevention (CAP): every 2 years, we buy in the support of the CAPs team to work with children 

across the school.  They are an organization that focus on developing children’s understanding of being safe.  

They do a series of 3 workshops with the children to give them key messages about being ‘Safe, Strong and 

Free’.  The workshops are designed to build children’s confidence and self-esteem, they are lively and fun. 

They teach children knowledge and strategies to deal with some of the more difficult aspects of growing up.  

They will discuss keeping safe around bullies, the internet, strangers and known adults at an age appropriate 

level from Reception to Year 6.  We would like to invite you to a parent session where you can find out more 

about the work of the CAPs team on Monday 28 February 5.30-6.30pm.  To book your place, fill out the 

google form: https://forms.gle/X1iCzTPDoip7dXxS7 Please note this session is not suitable for children to 

attend.  

Whole School Gymnastics Competition: Over the next few weeks there is an opportunity to take part in a 

gymnastics competition for all children from Reception to Year 6.  The staff are all going to be having a go, so 

keep an eye out for the release of their videos! All the information can be found here 

https://exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/subjects/pe/gymnastic-competition  

The aim is to choose the routine best suited to your ability and then record yourself completing the routine 

and then send it to us using the details below, with your name and class. Every entry will be awarded a 

certificate.  Our aim is for every child to take part as part of our active school incentive.  

For those children in KS2 who wish to compete at Dawlish College, Mr Pinnock and I will be selecting 

students from each year group and level to represent our school at Dawlish Community College in April. If 

you wish to be considered please make this clear when sending in your entry.  

Due to the data size of emails please send via the platform https://wetransfer.com/ (This is a very user 

friendly platform which is helpful for sending large video files). Entries must be sent 

to pe@exminsterschool.co.uk The closing date is Wednesday 2nd March 2022. 

Please ensure that you supervise children when watching the gymnastic videos on youtube.  Enjoy! Mrs 

Barr   

Battery Recycling: Mrs Munslow has a number of the small battery collection boxes. If you would like one 

please come and see her. Once your collection box is full you can bring it into school and empty it into the 

big battery box in the front entrance by the office.  

mailto:admin@exminsterschool.co.uk
https://forms.gle/X1iCzTPDoip7dXxS7
https://exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/subjects/pe/gymnastic-competition
https://wetransfer.com/
mailto:pe@exminsterschool.co.uk


 

 

 

 

We are celebrating World Book Day on Tuesday 1st March. It is the 25th anniversary of World Book day this 

year and we are hosting a reading roundabout from the Devon School Library Service that every child in the 

school will have a time slot to attend. The children will complete book related activities within their classes 

across the day. 

We will not be dressing up this year but instead we would appreciate contributions on Parentpay for us to 

buy some new books for our school reading areas. 

 

 



 

 

 

 


